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Defeated, a man sat down
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About the Work:

Vinod Kumar Shukla is a contemporary poet from India, whose write in Hindi, and has won
prestigious awards. Organizing as a verb is coming together of people to do together what
they cannot do alone. In an elegantly simple and profound way, this short poem describes the
coming together of two strangers to walk together, a metaphor for organizing. I have read
this poem at the Academy of Management workshops with universal resonance felt by
colleagues from around the world, which confirmed my original instinct in translating it from
Hindi to English, that the relevance goes beyond the Indian context to be universally
applicable.
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Defeated, a man sat down

Defeated, a man sat down
A man, I did not know
Defeat, I knew
So I went to this man
And offered my hand
He took my hand to stand
He did not know me
He knew an offered hand
We both walked together
We did not know each other
We did know walking together

Hindi original by Vinod Kumar Shukla
Translation by Jyoti Bachani



Organizational Aesthetics 10(1)

69

AT H Th Afrd o3 T AT
vyakti baith gaya tha by V

BT I U Hfdry & 1T T
foRT BT H 78T ST=ar AT
BATRAT BT ST AT

safeie ¥ 39 afad & g T
HY g1 g T

W g1 YbgaN g Tl g
He¥ 98 &l STHar AT

B g1 §&T ! STHar AT
REGIRICEG]

S Ueh GEY I 78! STHd &
1Y T Bl ST I |




